Pneumoperitoneum due to pneumatosis cystoides intentinalis is reported in a patient with congenital jejunal diverticula. Attention is drawn to the potential diagnostic problems in patients with known intestinal pathology who present with pneumoperitoneum.
Introduction
Pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis is an uncommon condition found in association with obstructive respiratory disease (Doub and Shea, 1960) and with various lesions of the intestinal tract: peptic ulcer, gastric neoplasm, enteritis, appendicitis, intestinal obstruction, colitis (Koss, 1952) , and diverticular disease of the colon (Shallal et al., 1974) . It may arise as a complication of sigmoidoscopy and of colonic biopsy (Marshak, Blum and Eliasoph, 1956 (1967) suggested that breaks in the mucosal continuity in inflammatory conditions of the intestine allowed gas to enter, and become entrapped in, the submucosa or serosa and the resulting cysts represented dilated lymphatic channels. The inflammatory changes in the diverticula in this case support the above suggestion.
Congenital jejunal diverticula are a hitherto unreported cause of pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis. Doub and Shea (1960) suggested that any asymptomatic patient with radiological evidence of pneumoperitoneum should be suspected of having pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis. Smith and Welter (1967) 
